Presurgical identification of extradural nerve root anomalies by coronal fat-suppressed magnetic resonance imaging: a report of six cases and a review of the literature.
In an attempt to depict the anatomy of the nerve roots, we obtained magnetic resonance (MR) images of the lumbar spine in the coronal plane with the frequency-selective fat-suppression technique. With this technique, extradural anomalies were identified in 20 (6.7%) of 300 patients. We report the appearance on coronal MR images of six surgically confirmed extradural anomalous nerve roots together with the myelography findings. These include type Ia, type Ib, and type 3 anomalies. These are readily recognized and allow detailed evaluation of the type of nerve root anomaly.